Military Manuevers

By Tahitha Armstrong

On Jan. 4, 2003, Aaron Hill
and his new wife were open-
ing wedding gifts when Hill, a
Marine reservist and senior at
Asbury College, received a
phone call.

“Hill, what are you
doing?” asked one of his
platoon sergeants.

“Unwrapping wedding
presents,” Hill replied.

“Well, I've got another
present for you,” the sergeant
responded. “We're going out
of town.”

The best day of his life
was now also the worst.
Before, the couple had planned
to finish their senior year and
attend graduate school. After
that, Hill hoped to pursue a
career as a professor. Now he
was just hoping to live through
the War on Iraq.

In February, Hill left for
pre-deployment training in
North Carolina. Then he and
his company flew to Kuwait
before crossing into Iraqg.

Hill’s company was
responsible for holding pris-
oners of war, running traffic
control points and convoy
operations and generally
maintaining security.
Eventually, the company
moved to Telil Air Force
Base. There, they secured the
local police station, training
the officials and responding
to emergency calls through-
out the city.

Hill, a history major, says
the knowledge he gained dur-
ing college enabled him to
understand the Middle Eastern
region and significance and
history of landmarks.
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The theological back-
ground he gained in college
was also beneficial. The stress
of life in Iraq led many of his
colleagues to ask him theologi-
cal questions.

“Conditions were bad,”
he recalls. “The food wasn’t
great. The weather wasn’t
good. We didn’t get to
shower.”
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U.S. Marine Aaron Hill says his
military service has made him a
stronger, more resilient person.

Nevertheless, Hill says
he’d recommend military
service to anyone. “l would
never tell them ‘You're going
to love it.” It's difficult, very
difficult. But, it's made me
more resilient.”
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